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MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director for Scisace and Techuology

SUBJECT: Sequence of Events Leading to the U-2
Test Fiight of Color Film by SAC at
Barksdale AFB, 12 October 1963

. I8 mtw1%3NROmmdMnurMWy
' of color film and modified camera for employment in the U-2, possibly

oceur in several days. mswmwmnmwsmw
?MM!:IR%, who issued the same day instructions to SAC at

a teat would be regquired prior to overfiight.

2. ©On 6 September 1963 the flight test with the U-2 wtilising color
filzn was sccomplished -~ in the San Franclsco Bay area. On 19 September
the finighed ot was delivered to the Agemcy and a copy forwarded to

arzived in place at Barksdale on or about 11 October. Two 500 feet rolls of
MWMW.M‘ prior to this date. On 12 October SAC flow a test
misaion ocoe roll of the color filn over Memphis, Tennessee.

WMMﬂkomﬁmmdﬁﬁﬂﬂthMuMyu
pressutly using an old-fashioned B-5 type processor soon to he superseded
| by a new processor, avallable probably within ten days,

3, Evsluation of the color film test run mrr::;heonzy
ares is =mwpde by Mr, Ed Green at Eastman Kodak
51 ed). Notice in paragraph 2 of| |&ntﬂmrcm

NRO and USAF review(s) completed.

16 October 1963

over Cubs, NRO was also advised of the flight testing of the film, which was

Barkadale, informing them of the impending avatlability of color film aad that

25X1 in NRO, R is understood that 4id see this ma-
25X1 lmﬂmmm depazture the follo Y. The alesealt ¢ 1127

W wve foot of thie roll was deliversd to Eastman Kodak for processing.
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some pradomisance of blue in the test material, A recommendation is made
for z different filler to improve the coler balance. Priox to the test run at
Barksdals en 12 Octeber, recommendations were recelved concerning the
fiter material to sxhance the quality of the color balance, & was this cable,
along with possible confusion existing hetween NRO and JRC, vhich prompted
the additions] test flight at Barksdale, incorporating the new recommended

4. Analysis of the flight test 7un by SAC at Barksdale does indicate
that the color {ilm tested on 12 Octeber is, in fact, superior in quality to
that inltially ebtained on 6 Septemuber, Zastman Kodak representatives were
present at Barksdale and assisted in the SAC color film tests,

CONCLUSIONS:

S, I appesars that the rsason for SAC performing the coler tests
over Tennsssen instead of flying the first mission over Cuba was due to mia-
understanding ameng NRO, JRC, and SAC at Barksdale -« and possibly
Eastrman Kadak, It is unfortusate that we are unable to obtaln the specific
instructions from JRC to SAC at Barksdale concerning the employment of
the color film which they received Inltially,

6 ¥or your iaformation at the present time there are two 500 feet
color volls and two 1300 feet colar rolls on hand now at Barkedale, Preseat
indications are that SAC intends to employ the color film tomorrow over
Cuaba,

{Signed by
JAMES A, CUNNINGHAM, JR,
Acting Assistant Director
(Special Activities)
Distribution:
Cﬂf 1 - DS’S&T
Copy 2 == AADJOSA
Copy 3 ~- DIFA/CEA
Copy 4 - ODJOSA
Cepy 5 -- ID/OSA
Copy 6 -~ RBJOSA N
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